
 

W O O D B U R Y  
S C H O O L   
Newsletter  

 
 

 

Term 4 Week 1 
 

 

Kia ora e te whānau, 

We were very lucky to get such amazing weather for Pet Day. Thank 

you to all the parents and family members who came along on the day 

to bring the animals, it was great talking to the students about their 

pets and seeing all the amazing artwork and projects they had been 

working on. We really appreciate the support of the judges who gave 

up their time, the Home and School for running the BBQ and once again 

to Louise Nelson for the organisation of the raffle (an amazing $1168 

raised). 

Our Year 6’s took part in a native planting restoration project along the 

Orari River last week. We weren’t too sure what we were getting in for, 

but this proved to be a really worthwhile experience. While initially 

planning to plant around 200 trees, the children managed to put 1000 

in. This included digging holes, planting, applying fertiliser, placing 

weed mats, then folding and positioning cardboard predator shields. 

The children worked solidly for 2 hours, really enjoyed not only the 

activity itself but also the fact they were making a meaningful 

contribution to the local environment. 

Coming up this week we have “Gumboot Friday”, which is the first time 

we have promoted this initiative at school. Gumboot Friday was 

created by mental health advocate Mike King, raising money to go 

towards a free counselling service for youth. We encourage children to 

wear their gumboots (and dress up if they want!) and bring a donation 

which we can pass onto this organisation. More information about this 

cause can be found at https://www.gumbootfriday.org.nz/ 

We are looking forward to fine weather for our Rural Athletics event, 

to be held next Friday 10th November at the Geraldine Domain, 

combined with Carew Peel Forest. The day will start around 9.00am 

and finish by 2.00pm. We are finalising some details and will send a 

specific notice regarding this event home soon. 

Ngā mihi, 

 

Mike de Joux 

Tumuaki / Principal 

 

 

 

NEW STUDENTS 
 

 
 

 
Flynn has joined us in Pekapeka from 

Geraldine Kindy  
 

 

 

 

https://www.gumbootfriday.org.nz/


LISA WHIFFEN 

We heard the incredibly sad news over the weekend that Lisa Whiffen, 

wife of Damien and mother to Cameron who comes to Woodbury School, 

passed away. Lisa had been bravely battling cancer over the past few 

months, after being diagnosed earlier this year. We remember Lisa as 

being an incredibly supportive parent, easy to engage with and always with 

the best interests of Cameron in the forefront of her mind. She was a 

vibrant, funny and intelligent woman, and will be sorely missed. 

We have passed on to the family condolences on behalf of the whole 

Woodbury School community, and our offer of support in any way that can 

help, at this time and in the future. 

The funeral is to be held this Thursday afternoon. While a number of staff 

will be attending, school will remain open as usual for instruction. 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

Over Term 4 sausages are available on Fridays for $2.50 each.  Thank you 
to those of you who have already ordered for the term.  You can still order 
weekly via the google form below. Cut off is 1PM Wednesdays. 

Sausage Sizzle order form Term 4 

SCHOOL POOL KEYS 

These are available from the office for $50. The pool will be open from 
Week 4 of Term (Monday 30th October) through to around the middle of 
Term 1 next year. 

We require some parents to help monitor the pool for a week or so each 
over the holidays. If you can help with this (there will be a discount on your 
key!) please let the office know as well. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Order forms went home yesterday for school photos. These need to be 

returned by Tuesday 14th November, in time to get orders back before the 

end of Term 4.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

PET DAY PHOTOS 

 

https://forms.gle/Vk58pfjcgzVYBWAG6


CALENDAR AND UPCOMING TERM EVENTS - TERM  

We will send out more specific information about certain events and reminders closer to the time. Keep an eye on 

ClassDojo for schoolwide and class notices.  

Please find a very busy Term 4 Calendar attached (note some dates may be subject to change) 

Week 4 (30 October - 3 November) 

● Board of Trustees meeting on Monday night. 
● After school swimming start on Tuesday 31st October (and then every Thursday and Tuesday for the next 4 

weeks). 
● Friday the 3rd November will see the school support National Gumboot Day, in support of mental health 

awareness 

Week 5 (6 - 10 November) 

● On Monday our Year 3-6 students take part in a fun “Top Teams” event at school, with all sorts of team-building 
and competitive activities 

● Friday 10th November is our annual athletic sports. This is held at the Geraldine Domain, and combined with our 
friends at Carew Peel Forest. 

Week 6 (13 - 17 November) 

● Year 1-3 swimming starts, every day with qualified CBAY instructors, at school during the mornings 

Week 7 (20 - 24 November) 

● On Monday, St Johns have an in-school first aid course they run with all students 
● On Tuesday we have a number of Year 4-6 students taking part in the Caroline Bay Relay Races (our girls are the 

defending champions!). 
● On Wednesday-Friday the Year 1-3 swimming programme will be at the Geraldine Pool. 
● This is also the last week of after school swimming with Clare Connolly 
● On Friday we are taking the Year 6 students to Geraldine High School to use the high ropes course. We hope to 

make this a yearly activity for our Year 6 students. 

Week 8 (27 November - 1 December) 

● For children aged 8 and older, we send our top competitors to represent the school at the South Canterbury 
Athletics event. This is on Tuesday 28th November. 

● On Wednesday 29th, our Year 6’s who are heading to Geraldine High School next year head along for a fun day at 
the High School. 

Week 9 (4 - 8 December) 

● BOT meeting 7.00pm, Monday night 

Week 10 (11 - 15 December) 

● On Wednesday reports go home. Prizegiving is at 1.00pm at the Woodbury Domain Hall. 
● Thursday 14th December is the last day of school. School finishes 12.00pm on this day (note there is only the 

morning buses running this day) 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FDjS1klivXHlUbn3qvTgUPm0CKXupK_AGjsw-TqSqRI/edit?usp=sharing


GERALDINE CHILDREN SOCIAL WORK TRUST 
 

A huge thank you to those of you who ordered bulbs for the Geraldine Children Social Worker Trust. What a great effort 
by Woodbury School families and our community!! 

 

 

 



  PET SHOW DAY PHOTOS cont.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORARI PLANTING PHOTOS 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Disclaimer: We in no way endorse or otherwise any notice placed in this section. It is purely an information   
section for public notices.) 


