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Kia ora e te whānau, 

It is a little hard to believe we are welcoming families back to the last term 

of 2024. We look forward to a range of different learning opportunities this 

term, see the calendar below and weekly breakdown of what is happening. 

A reminder to parents that we are a “Sunsmart School”, and as part of this 

we are committed to making sure children are wearing their hat when 

outside, and using sunscreen when required. Forecasts are pointing to a 

pretty hot summer, so these are definitely a must in Term 4. Hats can be 

brought from The Warehouse or Peter Young Apparel in Geraldine. In 

addition, we encourage children to always have their water bottle 

available while at school. 

We had school photos yesterday, and had an aerial photo taken of the 

children forming the number 126. This is the number of children our roll 

will be at in a couple of weeks time. This is the highest it has ever been, 

and will likely not get to this number again, which is why we took the 

photo to mark the occasion. After our very large group of current Year 6 

students move on we will drop back to our preferred roll of finishing 

around 115, much to the delight of our teachers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ngā mihi, 

Mike de Joux 

Tumuaki / Principal 

 
 

NEW STUDENTS 
 
 

 

 
Joshua has joined us from Geraldine Kindy and 

is looking forward to being at Woodbury 
School with his sister Ramona. 

 
 

 
Ned has joined us from Geraldine Kindy and is 
looking forward to being at Woodbury School 

with his brother Stanley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GENERAL ELECTIONS 

On Saturday from 9.00am members of the public will be able to vote in the 

elections, at the school library. 

PET DAY 

Please  see this link for a detailed explanation of the day. 

We have also attached at the end of the newsletter a site map showing 

where parents/animals will need to go to on the day. 

This year the Home and School are running a Sausage Sizzle for those in 

attendance, at $3 per sausage.  

Next to the sausage sizzle will be a table where $1 raffle tickets can be 

bought as a fundraiser for the Home and School, organised by Louise 

Nelson with a range of amazing prizes. This will be drawn at the end of 

Pet Day. 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

We will be recommencing Sausages Sizzles on Fridays. Thank you to 
those of you who have already put you orders in. If you haven’t done so 
please order on link below as cut off is 1PM Wednesday. 

Sausage Sizzle order form Term 4 

SCHOOL POOL KEYS 

These are available from the office for $50. The pool will be open from 

Week 4 of Term (Monday 30th October) through to around the middle of 

Term 1 next year. 

We require some parents to help monitor the pool for a week or so each 

over the holidays. If you can help with this (there will be a discount on your 

key!) please let the office know as well. 

PARENT FEEDBACK - SCHOOL EVENTS 

As a staff we are regularly looking at the activities and events that we carry 

out. We are considering a change from next year but would really like 

parent feedback around this. With a busy calendar in both Terms 1 and 4, 

we are looking at carrying out both Pet Day and Flower Show events in 

alternate years (i.e. Flower show in even years, Pet Day in odd years).  

The reasoning behind this is: 

● To ease pressure on teachers and classroom learning in either of Term 
1 or Term 4 each year, at times which are our busiest. There is usually a 
couple of weeks in class preparation for each of these events which 
impact programmes, as well as a range of sporting and other activities. 

TERM 4 SWIMMING 

Once again Clare Connolley will be taking 

swimming lessons in Term 4 (8 lessons, over 4 

weeks). This also extends to any 4 year old 

siblings or those enrolled and due to start  

Enrolments forms are to be back to Clare by 

Tuesday 17 October. Please email forms 

directly to clare.connolly@xtra.co.nz 

Please see end of newsletter for enrolment 

form. 

 

HOME AND SCHOOL 

RAFFLE 

Louise Nelson has done an absolutely 

phenomenal job in securing a vast range of 

prizes for the Home and School raffle, which is 

to be drawn on Pet Day. 

Please check out the Home and School 

Facebook page on this link, with all the prizes 

and the contact for Louise to get tickets. 

 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bzhq7n2AvNiEWpH4AxOx1HfxaDKk3oCr/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/Vk58pfjcgzVYBWAG6
mailto:clare.connolly@xtra.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/143088739458929
https://www.facebook.com/groups/143088739458929


● To ease pressure on parents as well, as we know there is a big 
commitment for these events on your side also. 

● To an extent these events have become a little bit repetitive at times. 
We like the tradition behind them and would like to keep them, but 
think that by having these every second year it may make them a bit 
more special and important, and perhaps give us a chance to revamp 
them a little. 

Please follow this link to a brief survey, to give us an idea of how parents 

would feel about this change - we are keen to hear how these events are 

seen from a parent perspective.  

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Kolourcare will have photo order forms out within the next couple of 

weeks so that orders can be processed and distributed before end of Term 

4.  

 

LILY BULB FUNDRAISER FOR SOCIAL 

WORKER 
These have arrived at school and will be distributed out to families who 
have ordered.   
 

CALENDAR AND UPCOMING TERM EVENTS - TERM  

We will send out more specific information about certain events and reminders closer to the time. Keep an eye on ClassDojo for 

schoolwide and class notices.  

Please find a very busy Term 4 Calendar attached (note some dates may be subject to change) 

Week 1 (9 - 13 October) 

● Monday is the first day of Term 4. Please remind your child to bring their RED HAT and DRINK BOTTLE. 
● Tuesday we have our school photos. Children must wear their blue Woodbury top and red hat on this day. 

Week 2 (16 - 20 October) 

● Pet Day is on the Thursday. 
● Friday 20th October is a Teacher Only Day, which is being used by staff to upskill in the new curriculum refresh. 

Week 3 (23 - 27 October) 

● Monday is the Labour Weekend holiday 
● On Wednesday the Year 6 students are off to help with plantings along the Orari River. 
● On Friday we are taking the Year 6 students to Geraldine High School to use the high ropes course. We hope to make this a 

yearly activity for our Year 6 students. 

Week 4 (30 October - 3 November) 

● Board of Trustees meeting on Monday night. 
● After school swimming start on Tuesday 31st October (and then every Thursday and Tuesday for the next 4 weeks). 
● Friday the 3rd November will see the school support National Gumboot Day, in support of mental health awareness 

Week 5 (6 - 10 November) 

● On Monday our Year 3-6 students take part in a fun “Top Teams” event at school, with all sorts of team-building and 
competitive activities 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLvcdmCHL6MqzImeY4sgKXVQ39lHBM0m9h8bHoJ_dA7572ew/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FDjS1klivXHlUbn3qvTgUPm0CKXupK_AGjsw-TqSqRI/edit?usp=sharing


● Friday 10th November is our annual athletic sports. This is held at the Geraldine Domain, and combined with our friends at 
Carew Peel Forest. 

Week 6 (13 - 17 November) 

● Year 1-3 swimming starts, every day with qualified CBAY instructors, at school during the mornings 

Week 7 (20 - 24 November) 

● On Monday, St Johns have an in-school first aid course they run with all students 
● On Wednesday-Friday the Year 1-3 swimming programme will be at the Geraldine Pool. 
● This is also the last week of after school swimming with Clare Connolly 

Week 8 (27 November - 1 December) 

● For children aged 8 and older, we send our top competitors to represent the school at the South Canterbury Athletic’s 
event. This is on Tuesday 28th November. 

● On Wednesday 29th, our Year 6’s who are heading to Geraldine High School next year head along for a fun day at the High 
School. 

Week 9 (4 - 8 December) 

● BOT meeting 7.00pm, Monday night 

Week 10 (11 - 15 December) 

● On Wednesday reports go home. Prizegiving is at 1.00pm at the Woodbury Domain Hall. 
● Thursday 14th December is the last day of school. School finishes 12.00pm on this day (note there is only the morning buses 

running this day) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Disclaimer: We in no way endorse or otherwise any notice placed in this section. It is purely an information   
section for public notices.) 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

HALL   -     Rabbits 
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WOODBURY SCHOOL  
PET DAY 

Thursday, 19th October 2023 

10:15am  Arrival time at the Domain. 
Follow gate directions re parking and to get your pet setup in allocated site.  

   Please do not arrive at The Woodbury Domain before 10am. 

   NB: Children do NOT go to school first.  

10:45am  Judging, leading and handling  

12:00 – 12:30pm LUNCH:  Bring your own picnic lunch  
   O’H Yes Coffee will be on site from 10:15am (EFTPOS avail.)  
 
12:30-12:45pm Pet fancy dress (optional) followed by Grand Parade. 
 
1:00pm Children and pets to be taken home/collected from Woodbury Domain at 

conclusion. If you are collecting a child, you should be at the domain by 
12.30pm 

 
This is an approximate time guide only 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

A bit more of an explanation …….. 
 

This will be the first time we have been back at the Woodbury Domain for Pet Day for 3 years, after 
having to cancel due to Covid restrictions in 2021 and having to hold the event at school due to wet 
grounds at the domain last year. 

We felt it would be timely to give a more detailed reminder here to parents who may be new to 
school, about how the day runs. 

Prior to the event: 

● Teachers will ask children which pet they will be bringing along (if bringing a pet). We record the 
name and type of animal in the office, to help with planning purposes. 

● In class students will carry out a “Pet Project”, to be displayed in the Woodbury Domain Hall on 
the day. 

 
PTO 



On the Day: 

● There are NO buses this day, and students DO NOT come to school first. 

● Families take their child straight to the Woodbury Domain at around 10.15am. 

● A site map will be sent out earlier, and someone will be at the gate helping to direct parents.  

● Some smaller animals such as cats, mice, goldfish, etc… will be set up in the Woodbury Domain 
Hall. All other animals will have a designated area where parents can drive to and park up. 

● Wooden stakes will be set-up in areas for people to park, and tie their animals to. 

What parents do: 

● Parents/caregivers are required to attend with their child and animals, OR organise for another 
adult to be responsible for your child on the day. In the event that you are unable to organise this, 
please contact the office. All staff have designated jobs on the day, but we will make sure a child 
has supervision if they do not have an adult organised to be with them. 

● On the day parents are welcome to take the chance to wander around to see other pets, the 
projects in the hall, and chat with other parents. Most families bring a picnic lunch along. 

What students do:  

● Students are expected to spend most of the time making sure their animal is safe and happy. 

● They will be able to wander around and see the other animals and their friends. 

● We have judges lined up for each type of animal. Children’s knowledge will be tested with a 
range of questions about their particular animal. For some animals, children will be asked to lead 
them around a short course. 

Finish: 

● At 12.30pm all the children are called over to the middle of the domain, along with their animal.  

● We judge the “Best Costume” winners, then our piper leads a grand procession of animals 
around the domain. Parents are then able to take their children and animals and head away. 

● PLEASE REMEMBER TO TAKE ANY ANIMAL DROPPINGS WITH YOU! 

Other: 

● There is not a postponement day for this event - we will let parents know in the morning if we are 
going ahead, if the weather is looking to be too wet. 

● Families can donate dog / cat food to a box in the hall, which is passed onto the SPCA. 

● We have invited some Kindy and preschool children along who always enjoy the day, and will be 
collecting them in our school bus. Parents are welcome to bring along younger siblings, friends 
and relatives on the day. 

● Children will require sunhats, drink bottles and lunch 

 

 

 

 

 







Enrolment Form:

Woodbury School Pool - After School Swimming Lessons

Parent Full Name:

Child's Full Name: DOB: AGE:

Child's Full Name: DOB: AGE:

Child's Full Name: DOB: AGE:

Contact Details:

Mobile:

Home Address:

Email:

Emergency Contact Details:

Name:

Mobile:

Does your child/children have any medical conditions/allergies/learning
disabilities?



Please tick those that apply for each child:

Can go under the water

Can float front and back

Can kick 4-6m front and back

Can do Freestyle and Backstroke arm action for 6m

Can do 12m Freestyle with breathing and 12m Backstroke.

Lessons will be for 4 weeks, twice a week on a Tuesday and Thursday after
school.

Dates will be Tuesday 31 October, 7, 14 and 21 November and Thursdays 2, 9,
16 and 23 November 2023.

$75.00 per child. This can be paid into the following bank account by Monday
30 October 2023 or cash can be brought to the first lesson.

01 0843 0092548 32 Clare E Connolly, Reference – Child’s Surname.


