
Ngā mihi nui kia koutou katoa - warm greetings to you all!

It has been great to see children quickly back into the routines of school learning, excited to
see their classmates and enjoying their time in the playground.

With Waitangi Day this Friday (no school), we start with a short week, which starts us off on a
shorter 9-week term. Check the end of this newsletter for a breakdown of events coming up,
along with a Term 1 calendar.

Next week we have the excitement of school camps, information for this will have gone out /
will be going out on HERO. These are not only a fun and challenging opportunity for our
children, but another great chance for parents to connect particularly at the Year 1-3 camp at
school. Please note that due to camps, next Wednesday - Friday there is no rural bus. There
will also be no Ritchies bus on Thursday afternoon, Friday morning or Friday afternoon.

Following camps, classes will be into their regular classroom routines. Teachers will be
gathering further information (on top of what we already know) about children’s learning
needs and establishing programmes. For students requiring extra support we make contact
with parents to meet and discuss what is in place. Of course, parents are also welcome to
contact us at any time if you would like to discuss the learning, behaviour or emotional
progress of your child in relation to their schooling. 

We look forward to re-connecting with families as we get into the school year. Teachers have
been incredibly impressed with the way children have quickly settled back into class routines
and learning, their attitudes and their positive social interactions - we look forward to
developing these areas further as the year progresses.

Ngā mihi,

Mike
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first aid workshop

attendance
A major focus of the Ministry of Education
currently is around improving student
attendance rates across New Zealand
Schools. Each school needs an attendance
plan in place, detailing how we will monitor
and communicate around attendance to
whanau.

As with last year we will be in touch with
parents if attendance reaches a certain
threshold, and HERO is also developing a
function to do this via their app. 

buses
Bus Vests and bus safety are a priority for
us, to ensure children are visible when
getting to and from the bus. We have some
strategies to try and positively encourage
children to remember to bring and wear
these. If a child is repeatedly not wearing
their vest, it may be that we do not allow
them on the bus in the afternoon. 

If your child requires a new vest because
they have outgrown their old one, please
contact the office. Thank you to Hayden
Mackenzie Contracting, who have
generously provided these vests for our
children.

swimming
Please send your child along to school with
their togs and towel every day, even though
your child may not get in the pool that day.

After School Swimming begins Tuesday
17th February, occurring every Tuesday and
Thursday until the final session on Thursday
12th March. Please contact Clare Connolly
(clare.connolly@xtra.co.nz) with any
questions. 

home & school 

A big welcome back, from the Woodbury
Home and School team. 

The first meeting of the year is Wednesday
18th February, 7.00pm in the school
staffroom. Anyone is welcome to come
along to see what we get up to.

The first (and biggest) fundraiser of the year
is Peastraw, coming up in March - first
Delivery day is Sunday, 1st March - please
keep day free if you can help out with
deliveries if you are available. 

mailto:clare.connolly@xtra.co.nz


volleyball

We are excited to hear that Geraldine
High School are again running
volleyball for our Year 5 and Year 6
students. This is an excellent
opportunity to learn a new sport, be
active and have fun. Added to this, we
have found this a great way for senior
students to familiarise themselves
with the High School, and connect with
some older students who support
them during games.

If you would like your child to play -
please fill in this google form. This will
need to be done ASAP, as games start
Wednesday 18th March and go for 6
weeks. Game times are between
4.30pm-6.00pm, last year most game
times were at the earlier slots, as there
was a Year 7 & 8 competition running
as well.

NEW STUDENT

We welcome  Esther to Pekapeka. She
joins her big brother Flynn at
Woodbury School.

school accounts

Accounts are accessible via HERO,
and get added to as activities arise.
This includes camp, which we start the
year with. If you require financial
assistance with this, please contact
the office (in confidence). Any
payments can also be made over the
course of several weeks, in more
manageable instalments - please also
contact the office if you would like to
set this up.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1-h5uBsfzGe1aGyHV1V1kMChR-xrMmOe7L3ng9ECvHb4XBQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor


attendance

A major focus of the Ministry of
Education currently is around
improving student attendance rates
across New Zealand Schools. Each
school needs an attendance plan in
place, detailing how we will monitor
and communicate around attendance
to whanau.

As with last year we will be in touch
with parents if attendance reaches a
certain threshold, and HERO is also
developing a function to do this via
their app. 

learner support

The first few weeks of the year are all
about settling in and forming / building
on relationships within and across
classrooms. Teachers then meet
across the school to discuss children
requiring additional support and
programmes. Following this we then
organise meetings with parents for
those students who are requiring extra
support, which happen around Weeks
7 and 8 of the term.

thursday sushi orders

This will continue for Thursday
lunchtimes (apart from next week, with
camps on).

Keep an eye out for the links, sent
early in the week.

Note: there is no sausage sizzle in
Term 1, we will restart this in Term 2

sun smart

At this very sunny (hopefully!) time of
year we remind parents that children
need their drink
bottles, hats, and sunscreen EVERY
DAY.

For those children not wearing hats,
they will play in the shaded decking
area. It is fun to be out on the fields
and playgrounds though, so we
encourage children to bring them!

We are still unsure when the dental
van will be scheduled to come to
Woodbury School. We have been
informed that due to staffing issues,
the Community Dental Services can
not guarantee South Canterbury
schools that will seen annually.



concerns & 
complaints procedure

At the start of each year we remind
parents of our Concerns and
Complaints Procedures, which are
linked below. 

Concerns and Complaints Policy
Raising Concerns and Complaints
Assessing and Responding to
Concerns and Complaints

learner support

The first few weeks of the year are all
about settling in and forming / building
on relationships within and across
classrooms. Teachers then meet
across the school to discuss children
requiring additional support and
programmes. Following this we then
organise meetings with parents for
those students who are requiring extra
support, which happen around Weeks
7 and 8 of the term.

flower show

Please note that the Flower Show date
has changed from Friday 13th March
to Thursday 19th March, due to a
clash with the South Canterbury
Triathlon.

kiva

KiVA is our anti-bullying programme,
which has been in place for the last 2
years. KiVA consists of regular
classroom lessons and activities,
along with a reporting process and
procedures to follow-up of any
incidents reported by staff, students,
or parents. Lessons cover what
bullying actually is, the harm it can
cause, what to do if you experience it,
amongst other topics. A major focus
is the role of the bystander - what you
can do if you see bullying happen.

A focus for us this year is to better
inform parents around this
programme, as while the processes
are followed by staff when incidents
occur, many parents have told us they
are unaware of what KiVA is. Here is a
link to the “KiVA Parents Guide”, which
gives some background to the
programme.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12je6H2Yw94yqwtRHgpnPotYjJFtHxcpk/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12k-ZY8G9xS7OwA0nJ_dET6yN02eSH0ZB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12kUKBkVkXT_H1Sc_b21ujfG0myRkTqPD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12kUKBkVkXT_H1Sc_b21ujfG0myRkTqPD/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.kivaprogram.net/parents-guide/


term 1 dates

Please find a link here to the Term 1 calendar for 2026. 

Note that most dates are confirmed but there may be some changes. For all events, there will be HERO
messages prior with more information.

Week 1 (2 - 6 February)
Friday 6th is Waitangi Day Holiday, with no school on this day

Week 2 (9 - 13 February)
On Wednesday Tarahaoa head away to Oamaru for their camp. The Year 1-3 students have their
locally-based camp at school on the Thursday and Friday. Information about these camps has
already been sent home - please contact the class teacher if you have any questions.

Week 3 (16 - 20 February)
After School Swimming with Clare Connolly begins Tuesday 17th February, and continues every
Tuesday and Thursday for 4 weeks.
On Wednesday 18th February the Home and School have their first meeting, 7.00pm at school.

Week 4 (23 - 27 February)
Bike to School Day is on Monday 23rd, with bikes then kept at school for triathlon practices for the
week. These are then taken home after the triathlon on the Friday.
Our first BOT meeting is on Monday, at 7.00pm.
Friday 27th is our school Triathlon - starting at 4.00pm (students remain at school until this time)

Week 6 (9-13 March)
On Tuesday 10th March we send 2 teams to the South Canterbury Year 5/6 Rippa Rugby
Tournament.
The South Canterbury Triathlon is held on Friday 13th March, for students in Years 5/6

Week 7 (16-20 March)
Thursday 19th March is Flower Show (note this date has changed)

Week 8 (23-27 March)
Monday 23rd March is a BOT meeting at 7.00pm
On Tuesday Tarahaoa (Year 4-6) head away on a trip fossil hunting

Week 9 (29 March-3 April)
This is a 9 week term, with the last day of school being Thursday 2nd April (Friday is Easter). ANZAC
Day is at the start of Term 2.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10O3NjaPNj2Z-gbsWw_w5zbBBg-sOBeh8KlWWLUHIFQ4/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MeDjsMCuFd8zskaJ9Uvqhh8xGDVBqxgDWZqJTQqRVto/edit?usp=drive_link
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